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INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL BELFAST 

UNCLAS DUBLIN 645 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAREI 

SUB J : CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF 
MARIJUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . PRESENT IRISH LAW CONCERNING CANNABIS HAS NO DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN POSSESSION FOR PERSONAL USE AND TRAFFICKING. FIRST 
OFFENSE PROVIDES MAXIMUM 50 POUND FINE (POUND PRESENTLY IS 
1.72 DOLLARS) AND SIX MONTH IMPRISONMENT, SUCCEEDING OFFENSES 
500 POUNDS AND FIVE YEARS. PRACTICE IS VARIABLE BUT 
POSSESSION FOR PERSONAL USE IS SELDOM EVEN BROUGHT TO COURT 
AS LEGAL AUTHORITIES HAVE GIVEN WIDE LATITUDE TO THE DRUG 
SQUAD. TRAFFICKERS USUALLY GET ABOUT ONE YEAR. 

2. SINCE 1973 AN EW QUOTE MISUSE OF DRUGS UNQUOTE BILL HAS 
BEEN SLOWLY WORKING ITS WAY THROUGH THE IRISH PARLIAMENT TO 
REPLACE THE PRESENT ANTIQUATED 1934 LAW. IF IT GETS A FINAL 
READING IT SHOULD PASS THIS YEAR WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT OPPO- 
SITION. WHILE NOT EXACTLY QUOTE DECRIMINALIZING UNQUOTE 
THE POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA FOR PERSONAL USE IT GOES FAR IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT DIRECTION. THE BILL PROVIDES FOR: (A) FIRST OFFENCE - 
MAXIMUM FIFTY POUNDS, NO IMPRISONMENT; (B) SECOND OFFENSE - 
MAXIMUM ONE HUNDRED POUNDS, NO IMPRISONMENT; (C) THIRD 
OFFENSE - TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY POUNDS AND MAXIMUM 
TWELVE MONTHS IMPRISONMENT. TRAFFICKING IN MARIJUANA 
WILL HAVE A MAXIMUM 1500 POUNDS AND SEVEN YEARS. CURLEY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW, MARIJUANA, US CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DUBLIN00645 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 00-0708 
Format: TEL 
From: DUBLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770332/aaaabbkl.tel 

Line Count: 61 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: dca6aab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SNM 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 57902 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3027567 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA 
TAGS: SNAR, El, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dca6aab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



